
  

ñHeart of My Heartò 
I love to play cards.  I envied my dad & his 3 brothers 

playing Pinochle, and Iôd sit in on a hand when one of 

them needed a break. I learned and played Euchre in 

college before class, after class, and sometimes in place 

of class (es). But Hearts - hearts I learned in the 

monastery. We watched little TV other than national 

news at times; however, during the evening recreation 

period, the card game Hearts was safe competition 

which kept our minds quick and our egos humble. I say 

that because ñHeartsò differs from Euchre and Pinochle 

in that winning means NOT accumulating points: less is 

better.  

Lent is about hearts.  The prophets urge ñrend your 

hearts and not your garmentsò because folks used to tear 

up their clothing in anger, in grief which may have been 

a great but expensive therapy that went nowhere. 

Rending hearts means splitting oneôs self open and 

looking within to find that unique way of loving both 

God and others with their help and prayer. The prophets 

say that God can remove a ñheart of stoneò and give a 

ñheart of fleshò which means risking all of who you 

think you are for whom God calls you faithfully to be: 

all or none. 

Jesus plays on our heart strings. We want to consume 

the choice hearts of palm and Jesus rubs their victorious 

ashes of purifying death into our foreheads on any 

Wednesday. We are tempted to keep a poker face about 

self-centeredness, and Jesus exposes a hand of all hearts 

to the world, the flesh and the devil. We demand 

miracles to always have a full house, and Jesus offers 

healing power from the royal flush of himself as King of 

Kings. We want to win the whole pot, and Jesus bets 

that it will cost us even more than our souls to become 

both left & right bowers, standing on either side of his 

cross: share the kitty. 

Jesus went to shoot the moon and seems to have lost; 

however, he won by getting the devil of spades and all 

hearts except one: his own. We fold as Jesus calls our 

bluff and then lets us cash in all our chips for buying an 

empty, borrowed tomb for him. The deck of all life is 

shuffled again and a new hand or a different game 
begins. Maybe it isnôt about winning the game, but more 
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how we play it. Maybe it isnôt about what we do with 

our hearts, but how God is there to transform them. 

Maybe itôs more of ñWhere your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.ò Where is your treasure, and 

equally important: where is your heart? May God 

bring them together, because he treasures the whole 

universe and each of us. God is no joker, but he is 

such a card: Deal?! 
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Help Us Celebrate!  
 
Lenore Schultz will be 107 years old on March 2.   We 
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hour on Sunday March 1.  


