
  

 

ñA New Broom SWEEPSò 
 

New Year, New January, New Resolutions: sounds like 
something that current popular political comedian might 
say before he begins his commentary. I was feeling 
sorry for myself the other day - yes, all of us have our 
moments - and then I began to pray to God. I wasnôt 
asking God to take away depressed feelings, because I 
feel what I feel, as much as I was asking God to let me 
use them in my work.  

I had pulled out a holiday decoration of a small broom 
and its sweeping part was made out of strands of wheat 
for gentle cleaning - of course they also come in straw 
for brisker sweeping. Farming families used to make 
one and hang it up as a sign of thanking God for the past 
year and praying for prosperity in the New Year which a 
second crop of winter wheat signified. I thought rather 
than looking at what our parish doesnôt have, I could 
look at what I can be grateful for at Trinity especially 
from a SWEEPS point of view. SWEEPS stands for 
Stewardship, Worship, Evangelism, Education 
(Formation), Pastoral Care and Service (Outreach). 
What and whom has God swept into and out of Trinity?  

Even in difficult economic times, parishioners and 
friends are keeping up pledges as best they can as well 
as continuing their commitments for the Capital 
Campaign. The new roofs on the building show off  
Trinityôs historical beauty and equally are an upward 
sign of who and what draws us there: God and  Worship 
of God, as well as inviting Christôs needy people to be 
housed for our humble Service of feeding,  listening to, 
and gifting them. Thatôs central for people of a Prayer 
Book whose most dogged-eared pages are of the Great 
Thanksgiving and Holy Communion.  Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure not only maintain what we 
have, but are used primarily for those whom God calls 
Trinity to serve through ministry in mission outside its 
stone and stucco walls. 

That sharing about or spreading out what God has done 
for each and all us in Christ Jesus is Evangelism or good 
news at its best. Our children are Formed in creative 
ways through Godly Play/Worship Center, and 
Acolyting & Youth Group are respectively hands on 

Rectorôs Reflection 

Web Site http://www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org                                         Diocese Web Site http://eastmich.org 
 

Published Monthly by Trinity Episcopal Church   
815 N. Grant Street, Bay City, MI  48708 

January 2009       Volume 14 Issue  1 

assistance and building of relationships with teens.  
Adult Bible Study and Inquirerôs or Confirmation 
classes Educate or draw out those seeking to be 
affirmed  for having more questions than easy 
answers about faithfulness on their spiritual journey. 
Pastoral Care by many folks in conducting worship at 
nursing homes, bringing communion or flowers to 
those hospitalized, sending cards, visiting, anointing 
with healing oil, consoling those in grief: when folks 
are weakened, what a strong and supportive ministry 
our part of the Body of Christ provides. 

So I have made some resolutions for adding new 
straws or strands of wheat to Trinityôs new broom 
2009.   Accept yourself and God for what you donôt 
have and who you arenôt: no one is called to have it 
all and be it all because Jesus has done and does that. 
Thank God for what you have and who you are: you 
are alive and are a gift to so many others. Ask God for 
how you can be part of Shared Leadership, Care & 
Service, and Spiritual Life & Community of Trinity.   

Our parish will always need more ñyoungò people, so 
ask yourself: how can you already support them to be 
part of forming the direction of Trinity? Our parish 
within and beyond the floors and doorsteps of Trinity  
always needs, so ask yourself: how will you sweep 
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