
  

ñNew Patch, Old Cloth - Old Patch, New Clothò 

ñNo one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, 

for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear 

is made.ò Some of you know that I am a cheap skate and 

a clothes horse. That means Iôm at second  hand stores 

shopping for my wardrobe. And whatôs even worse I 

like to boast about how much I have saved for a warm 

sweater or a pea coat or cufflinks ($2 per pair!)  I love a 

deal. A friend says I shouldnôt tell people about the low 

price when they admire something I wear, but I have no 

shame.  

However, shame on me. As the proverb says ñPride 

goeth before a fall,ñ because recently I caught the pocket 

of my $40 leather coat in a door handle and 

ñrippppppp.ñ Sadness. I didnôt feel it or notice it until 

later. My tailoring ability is limited. So after a trip to a 

fabrics store, I ended up with a glue to repair the pocket 

on the outside and a large patch for reinforcement on the 

inside, costing half the price of the coat - but I love the 

coat.  I was told those will strengthen and prevent future 

damage by normal use - well, weóll see and Ióm hopeful.  

I guess most people have a favorite something which 

they want to keep and with which they do not want to 

part unto death. We get comfortable, and even without 

rips or tears, that favorite whatever can wear out 

bringing tears to some eyes. In the church some folks 

wear out, and they want to put aside some things they 

have loved to do in order to pick up new things. Theyôve 

done their best and  they want to do better at other 

things.  In the church some folks wear out to the point of 

death, and others come to take their place.  

New members, like a new patch that changes the cloth, 

bring change in simply how they think or believe, and 

will bring change in how they do things. They are 
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looking to become part of the fabric of the parish 

without tearing apart the whole piece of cloth. That 

brings strain and stress, and the very thing that the 

church says it needs tests many. New folks know that 

they need advice in how to become part and not 

simply be absorbed or tear apart, and to be 

appreciated for what gifts they bring.  

Prayer and hospitality are the tried and true fabric 

glue or old patches which keep us as a newer Body of 

Christ together & growing. Hospitality and prayer 

change & can strengthen our new spiritual cloak/

fabric of relationships: what a deal and what a price. 

Pray for those taking confirmation/new member class 

this Lent. Pray for yourselves as you study the 

Scriptures in Bible Study. Pray that God can give us a 

coat of redemptive love to clothe a new Body of 

Christ, strengthened with a very ancient holy Wisdom 

Fr. Michael Herman 

18th Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, Bay City MI 
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