
  

ñWho is My Neighbor?ò 

ñI am - Live with Meò 

I learned something recently at the workshop ñHow the 

Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faithò 

sponsored by Presbyterians who had an Episcopal lay 

woman historian, Dr. Diana Bass, as their sole speaker: 

go figure! Actually, I learned a lot of ñsomethingsò from 

her: spiritual practices that outlast programs. Iôll share 

three.  

First I learned that the neighborhood church can open 

people to imagine the story of their lives in relationship 

to Godôs story.  How big and where is a neighborhood 

church?  Thatôs like asking ñWho is my neighbor?ò 

which is any and every one. Learning about Christianity 

is good; but learning Christianity is better  because you 

start to look at life differently by connecting the stories 

of faith and life. Many people fear that because they 

think that they donôt know anything about the Bible or 

they think that they need to know everything about the 

Bible before they can speak. Well, anyone can get 

answers - simply check Wikipedia or that antique called 

an ñEncyclopedia.ò But, wrestling with the difficult 

questions of life means connecting the Bible stories with 

oneôs self in that thereós more than one way to look at 

life. That kind of faithful and faith-filled learning moves 

beyond collecting religious information to being formed 

spiritually in a way of life. That encourages truth, justice 

and compassion with prayer is the Elmerôs that keeps 

that all together in us.  

We like to be known or have Trinity be known as a 

warm, friendly, hospitable church - who wouldnôt? 

Secondly I learned from Dr. Bass that to offer 

hospitality presents a huge challenge in a world today 

where people are separated from everything familiar 

including their deepest self and God. Fear, anger and 

hostility can build those walls of feeling isolated. So 

Christian hospitality is not a welcome wagon, not a 

program to get newcomers to join and sign up as 

pledging church members after their first coffee hour 

cookie; and hospitalityôs purpose is not to change people 

to be exactly like us. Hospitality offers others free space 
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where strangers can freely become friends for 

however long a time as they wander on spiritual 

journeys. Thatôs hard. That sounds more permissive 

and decadent than a seven layer, double-dark, devilôs 

food cake with bittersweet chocolate frosting.   

Trinity can welcome strangers as we ourselves have 

been welcomed by God. That means welcoming 

people to have that sense of freedom to be who they 

uniquely are as part of the same family of God. 

Hospitality is risky and can be frightening  because 

itôs not offered to only those whom we like or who are 

likeable. Hospitality is the way we come out of 

ourselves by taking  people into the space that is our 

lives, minds, hearts, work and our efforts. True 

hospitality means at times we are the host and at times 

we are the guest, and that distinction can eventually 

disappear. 

The third transforming practice for an emerging, 

growing neighborly church is shaping a diverse 

community. That means including everyone in our 

church community by opening  our hearts and our 

refrigerator.  I had the privilege with our Sexton 

Dennis of cleaning Trinityôs refrigerator in the kitchen 
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